A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
In the same spirit far more space should be given to the
recovery of England after the breakdown of Imperial adminis-
tration, to the re-establishment of civilization through the
Church in the seventh and eighth centuries, than to the
wearisome details of little barbaric chieftains, many of them
half mythical, whose names and exploits fill hundreds of pages
in such books as the fantastic Making of England and the rest.
I have allowed to the most important period of all English
history (after the Roman), the Transformation of England
through the total change of her religion in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, much more space than to the nineteenth.,
It would seem necessary to allocate space in this manner if one
is to present a true scheme of the past: to present 'the how
and the why.'
-The second point—the impersonal treatment of modern
history, since 'the Stuarts, after a different fashion from the
earlier centuries^needs a more particular apology.
Up to the final destruction of kingly power in 1688 I have
describe^ in th^r place the principal personalities engaged,
because ^so long^ as England was personally governed the
character and a£ts of the King, of his advisers, of those who
withstood him, are of paramount importance; or, at any rate,
of equal importance with the large tendencies of each period.
But once England had become aristocratic and therefore im-
personal, after the fall of the ancient kingship of the English,
the personal characters, talents, and actions of individual
statesmen and even of commanders fall into a secondary
position. Thenceforward, after the destruction of the monarchy,
it is a class which governs, not persons. To explain cause and
effect in the England of 1700-1900 one has largely to forget
personality, and rather to consider the general forces.
^My readers will find a strong example of this in the emphasis
laid, towards the end of this book, upon the Great Irish Famine.
In what may be called our official histories this Irish Famine
appears—when it appears at all—but as a minor episode.
Professor Trevelyan's History of England is perhaps the best
example of a modern official text-book. It gives the Famine
less than a page and a half out of 703 pages. Green's Short
History is the official text-book of earlier date.' It gives the
Famine three-quarters of a page out of 1037 and does not
mention it in the index. The volume on The Reign of Queen
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